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Abstract
This paper will focus on creating a strategy for each of the 6 types of parent involvement, which are parenting, communication, learning at home, volunteering, decision-making, and collaborating with the community. I focused my paper on talking about the strategy I would use along with a poster, email, newsletter, and calendar to give to the parents. 


















Parenting 
	For parenting, I will provide parents with the opportunity to take classes on parenting/transition periods (entering a child into kindergarten or a child entering elementary school to middle school). This class will be one and a half hours long and focus on handling problems at home, transition stages, improving communication, teaching responsibility and values, how to stimulate independence, and coping with difficult topics such as drugs, divorce, or moving to a new school. These classes will be held the second week and third weekend after school begins. Since it will be held at the beginning of the year, parents will be able to better prepare themselves as their child is entering a new school year. 
	Before school begins, I will contact the librarian to see if it is okay if she would volunteer during the set class dates/times to provide childcare. If she is unable to attend a day, I will inform the teachers and ask for their help reminding them that this is a great opportunity for parents. 
	Once school begins, I will inform my other staff members [principal, teacher(s), occupational therapist(s), speech therapist(s), and counselor(s)] about the event that I am doing. I will ask for them to print off the poster and give it to their students to take home and give to their parents (see appendix A). This opportunity is available to all parents with a child in any grade. I will also print off the posters and send it home with my students for them to give it to their parents. I will also email all of the parents about the opportunity and attach the poster. To get the word out about the event, I will not only email the parents, but I will also post a notice in the newspapers and contact the radio about the opportunity. 
	During the event, I will greet each parent at the door. I will have posters up to lead the parents who brought their child to the library if they are unsure where to go. Greeting the parents at the door will help them feel more comfortable and it will make the class feel welcoming (“How to Start,” n.d). I will also let the parents know as they are walking in about refreshments near the front of the classroom. The seating arrangement will be in a half circle with adult chairs. The speaker (myself) will include a PowerPoint and leave room for questions after each topic. At the very end, parents are welcome to stick around and ask questions. This will be more of a discussion at the end so each parent can talk about strategies they used in the past or issues they don’t know how to resolve. 

















Communication 
	I will provide communication by calling each student’s parents individually letting them know how their child is doing in the class. I will do this once a week for two weeks at the start of the year. After the 2nd week, I will call again on the 5th week to let parents know again how they are doing. On the phone, I will make sure to say a positive thing that their child has done for example, if they helped another student or stopped someone from teasing a child I will mention this on the phone. I will also mention what they will be learning or have learned in the week. This will give the parents an idea of what is going on in the classroom. 
	I will mention right away on the first week when I call the parents that I will be sending a weekly calendar about the school week home with their child and they are supposed to read the information within the calendar if there tends to be any changes about the week (see appendix B). This weekly calendar will be given out at the end of the day on Monday’s for the child to take home. Within the calendar, there will be information about what they will be learning in each subject during the week, what will be served for breakfast and lunch, and other events that their child is in or events for the parent and child to attend.








Learning at Home
	There are many opportunities for the parent to educate their child at home. Even without teaching, the parent can take their child to museums, educational movies at the movie theater, or simply walking to a new environment. There are many different website resources a parent can use to help their child succeed in school. One resource I found that is very beneficial for parents would be the Parent Toolkit (Parent Tookit Growth Charts, (n.d). This toolkit gives parents an idea of where their child should be academic, nutrition, social, emotional, and physical development. There are tips under the subjects Math and English Language Arts. This is a great website for parents to use.
	Another educational resource would be educational apps. These can include but are not limited to the following: Motion Math: Hungry Fish, v2. I; Factor Samurai; Smart Recorder Lite; Rocket Math Free; Story Kit; Sight Words List; MeeGenius! Kids’ Books (“48 Free Educational Apps”, 2013). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	I will inform parents about these websites by giving them a newsletter at the beginning of the year (see appendix C). Written in this newsletter will include educational opportunities within the community along with website resources and apps. Sending out a newsletter once a month about different volunteer opportunities can spark an interest for families to become involved (Olson & Fuller, 2012, p. 118). These newsletters will have a different color of paper but same format. This will allow the parent to easily recognize the paper and not just think it is the same newsletter. 



Volunteering
	In order to encourage parents to become involved within the community and school, I will give my students a poster for them to give to their parents. The poster will have a short message to encourage members to become volunteers. The poster will also mention volunteer opportunities within the community and school (see appendix D). Community volunteer opportunities through United Way Volunteer Bismarck-Mandan would include home delivery packers, mentoring, tutoring, crisis line, food pantry, Girl Scouts troop leader or assistant leader, and S.A.Y YES! To Tutoring. School volunteer opportunities would include being a chaperone on a field trip, being an instructional assistant, ref at sporting games, be a presenter within a classroom about their career, be an assistant at an art/craft/science, etc. shows (Gutierrez, 2016). 	The times and dates will be included within this poster to draw further interest if they are free during that day and time. I also included my email within the poster for the parents to email back if they have any additional questions or if they want to set up a day to volunteer within the classroom. 









Decision Making
	For decision-making, I will ask the principal of the school if there could be a meeting once a month involving parents and at least 2 staff members. This meeting would take place on the most convenient day/time for everyone. I will email my students’ parents at the beginning of the school year to see if they are interested in this opportunity to be a voice within the school (see appendix E). I will also have other teachers inside the school to email their students’ parents also. I will have a list of days and times out of the week on survey monkey for parents to choose what works best for them. I will mention that it will be the second week at the start of each month. After a week from the email being sent, the highest vote will be the set day and time for the meeting, which will be held each month. 
	After the survey is finished, I will email the parents letting them know about the meeting time and place which, will be held in the teacher’s lounge within the school. There is no limit to the amount of parents that will be attending the meeting. The more parents who are there, the more opinions there will be, which will help the school grow to be more successful. 










Collaborating with the Community

	To collaborate with the community, the school will host an event open to the public about a famous book author within the area. This event will be held on a Saturday afternoon at 1pm so people are able to attend the event. The book author will speak about his or her book and why she or he loves reading and the importance of it. The author will also read a book that they wrote. If it is a chapter book, the author will read a couple of pages to give an idea of what the book is about. After the presentation, there will be books available for people who would like to purchase and have his signature. 
	The school will also host other speakers within the area to talk at the school. This may include talks about leadership, our education system, how to raise successful kids, and the good and bad of technology. All of these speeches will be open for the public to hear. This will be organized by the teachers within the school to reach out and find someone that has an interest to speak to the community. In order to increase community participation for the event, there will be an opportunity for those who are interested to speak, to sign up after each event. 
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Email Miss Jackie (see below) to set up a day if you would like to volunteer!
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.Miss Meier’s 2™ Grade Weekly Update

/ ‘ Washington Elementary School

Sunday, |Monday, | Tuesday, Wednesday, | Thursday, | Friday, Saturday,
September | September [ September 6@ | September | September 8% | September | September
e o b= o Jom
Labor Day | Spelling: KO SPELLING TEST this week; Reading: Creating Havea great
Noschool | graphic organizer charts, comprehension test; Social Studies: | weekend!
Freedom week lesson; Math: Counting Money; Science:
Investigating Matter; Writing: writing a paragraph
Breakfast: | Breakfast: | Breakfast: | Breakfast:
Cereal Carmel Rolls | French Toast | Breakfast
or Cereal and | Sticks or Pizzaor
Lunch: Tacos, | orange juice | Cereal Cereal
Fruit,and
Yogurt Lunch: Pasta | Lunch: Pizza, | Lunch:
with Chicken, | Vegetables, | Hamburger
Vegetables, | and Fruit Hot dish,
and Fruit Vegetables,
and Fruit
NoSports | 3:30-4:30 All | 3:30-4:30 All | 3:30-4:30 Al
practice | sports practice | sports sports
practice practice;
7:00-8:30pm:
Ice Cream
Social in Miss
Meier's

Classroom and
book fair in the
library

Feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns. Please note that [ will not
reply over weekends and breaks unless it is an emergency: Lmmeierl ®umarv edu

Make sure to check Miss Meier's Private Facebook Group to stay up-to-date with
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2nd Grade Newsletter

Parents/Guardians, I welcome you to a new school year. I am excited for the many opportunities available for your
child to further their education not only inside the school, but also outside. I have provided a list of resources if you
are interested in using for educational purposes.

Resources:

Parenttoolkit.com - A great website for tips and advice to help your child succeed this year! Not only does this
website provide academic tips, but it also provides social and emotional development, physical development, and
nutrition.

Apps - Below are a list of educational apps. The students will be using a few of these apps in class during free time.
* Motion Math: Hungry Fish, v2. 1
¢ Factor Samurai
* Smart Recorder Lite
* Rocket Math Free
* Story Kit
* Sight Words List
* MeeGenius! Kids’ Books

Community Opportunities - listed below are educational opportunities within our community. A quick drive that can
be a new and exciting experience for your child

* Heritage Center - 612 E Boulevard Bismarck, ND

* Fort Abraham Lincoln State Park - 4480 Fort Lincoln Rd Mandan, ND

* Double Ditch Indian Village - Double Ditch Loop Bismarck, ND
* Dakota Zoo - 600 Riverside Park Rd Bismarck, ND

Welcome to a new school year!
- Miss Meier

For questions feel free to email me at Jmmeier1@umary.edu
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opportunities

Parents and Guardians,

There are many opportunities to volunteer within the community and
school. Below, | provided you with a list of volunteer opportunities. This is a
great chance for you and your family to grow and serve others. It will also be a
great experience for your child if you wish to bring him or her along to
volunteer either within the community or school. - Miss Jackie

Community Opportun;

* Home Delivery Packers M-F or one day
per week Bam-12pm

* BeaMentor - pick child up and
participate in community activities at
least 2 times a month

* Beatutor or reader to a assista child

* Volunteer for Crisis Line

* Help within a food pantry by giving out
food

* Girl Scouts Troop Leader or Assistant
Leader

* SAY.YES!To Tutoring and Mentoring

(afterschool program)

For further information visit:

winseds/Is

School Opportunities:

Field Trip - be a chaperone! Days: October
100 and April 5

Be an instructional assistant in Miss
Jackie's classroom - Be sure to let me
know a week ahead so ] can put it down in.
my schedule

Ref at sporting games. Email Miss Jackie
for further information.

Be a presenter on your career!

Be an assistant in art/music/science, etc.
shows

For questions or concerns email Miss fackie
Immeieri@umary.eds
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To: Parents +

Cc:

Subject: Parent/School Meetings

Calibri v|l[2 v| B I U : E ::

Hello all,

| am very excited for a great opportunity for you as a parent to have a voice within the
school. You will be able to make decisions regarding events for the upcoming year, hiring
new staff members, becoming an advocate for new parents, and bringing in any new ideas
you might have. You will be enriching the students' success and improving the school with
your decisions and ideas. The meetings will be about an hour long and only once a month
during the school year. The meetings will be held on the second week of each month. To
vote on the best day that works for you on the second week of each month click the
following link: surveymonkey.com/missjackiesurvey

Be sure to click more than one day if there is more than one day that works for you during
the week. Also, note that | will END the survey response within a week so that we can
confirm the set day. The day with the most votes will be the set day for the meetings. | will
email you the set day after receiving the results. | hope you all consider this great
opportunity to be involved within the school.

Thank you for your time,
Miss Jackie Meier
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Parenting and Transition Classes

A great opportunity to learn more about how to be involved in your child’s education!

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Learn effective was to...

*  Handle transition stages Meet other parents .

*  Handle problems ’'s

*  Improve communication inyour

*  Teach responsibility and values

+  Stimulate independence

= Coping with difficalt topics (divorce, """lbmym

drugs, moving) """’ma more
Wi

Schooy;  ¥th the

Class times and dates:

Monday Aug. 29%: 7-8:30pm Refreshments are

Tuesday Aug. 30%: 7 - 8:30pm included!

Wednesday Aug. 31 7-8:30pm

Thursday Sept. 1 7 - 8:30pm Haveno mre :lm

Saturday Sept. 3% 9-10:30am or 1-2:30pm "::‘:mm There

Saturday Sept. 10%: 9-10:30am or 1-2:30pm will be story ime
and amovie in the

‘whileyou

My |
attend the class

For questions or concerns please contact Jackie Meler:
Jmmeier1@umary.edu









